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Joint Parish Worship  

April 29th  

10:30 a.m. 

Stanley Elementary Gym  

 

Worship led by those going to  

The National Youth Gathering  

Meal afterwards with  



Pastor Carter writesé. 
My Dear Parish, 
 I often sit in the sanctuary late 
in the evening on Sundays in 
nearly complete darkness listen-
ing to hymns and reflecting on 
the past week. This is often my 
time to worship. A time where I 
do not have to lead, or to worry 
about preaching, or a worship 
service at all, but rather a time to 
be alone with God, to confess my sins, and to 
feel Godôs Spirit working within me. During 
this time is when I do my best writing and my 
most focused praying, it is where I give thanks 
to God each week for all of you, and where I lis-
ten deeply for where the Spirit may be calling us 
next. Sometimes I laugh out loud thinking back 
on the week we have had together, many 
weeks I shed some tears thinking about those 
of you that hurt, I forgive those that have sinned 
against me to start a new week free of burdens, 
and other times I sit down and breathe out the 
stresses and fears that come along with minis-
try and being your pastor. 
    Tonight, instead of complete darkness with 
only the dim light of my computer screen shin-
ing, I decided to turn on the new backlighting 
behind the cross in Americanôs sanctuary. Usu-
ally I use my phoneôs flashlight to move around 
in the sanctuary during this time each week, 



however, to my surprise, the light of the cross 
gives off just enough light to move around in 
the darkness - not enough to expose all threats 
or give one a clear picture, but just enough to 
be able to guide oneself around safely.  
 
How true is this within everyday life? We are 
lost, broken, not sure what to do, and we feel 
as though we are walking in complete dark-
ness, but that is simply not the case! My dear 
friends in Christ, the light of the cross is there. 
The light of Christ cannot be overcome by dark-
ness, so however faint it may be, it has never 
completely gone away. Search for it. Take 
some time to yourself like I do each week and 
find where that light is shining, whether blind-
ingly bright, or barely dimly lit, for that is the 
light that will lead you out of the darkness, or at 
the very least help you from completely stum-
b l i n g .   
 
My dear parish, know that I pray for you this 
night. May you find where the light of Christ 
shines in your life, and if you cannot, know that 
my door is always open, and I will help you 
s e a r c h .   
 
In Christôs light and love, 
Pastor Carter  
 
Taken from: https://www.facebook.com/PrairieLutheranParish/ 
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PARISH NEWS  

Parish Wednesday Night Bible Study 
A group of us will be gathering for Bible Study each Wednesday evening. We 

donôt pretend to have all the answers, but we do want to share what the Bible 

means to us and how it may be able to speak to our lives.  Some people in this 

group may have spent a great deal of time with the Bible. Most of us havenôt read 

it as much as we might like. But together we hope to come to it anew, as if open-

ing this book for the first time. We will gather on Wednesday evenings at 6:30. 

We will meet for about an hour in the American Lutheran Churchôs back lounge 

after worship.  If you plan to join, please let me, Intern Pastor Sarah, know or 

email me at sarahsorenson51@gmail.com and I will order enough books for eve-

ryone! It should be a very relaxed first gathering. Feel free to give me a holler if 

you have any questions!  I canôt wait to see you there!   

Metigoshe Ministries - ANNUAL MEETING reminder:  
Sunday April 22nd at 3 pm - in the near future you'll be receiving a reminder to 

send your delegate names/addresses in to us so that we can send out our annual 

report. Or, you can send that info directly to Leah Benson at:  

leah@metigosheministries.com  

Confirmation Camp 
Our parish rotates confirmation camp between the Bible Camps and this year the 

rotation is at the Upper Missouri Ministries at Epping. Please mark your calendars 

for July 8-13.  Super Deals before March 31! Get 20% off your registration - up to 

$110 savings. Change your mind and move to a different camp for free until May 

31. https://www.facebook.com/CampUmm/   

Bring a Friend for Free to camp with you! 

Resolutions for Synod Assembly: Due March 31, 2018 
Do you have a resolution to bring before the 2018 synod assembly? Please submit 

it by March 31, 2018. If you have any questions, contact Faith Simoneig at 701-

226-5865 or faith@wndsynod.org. 

Christian Fellowship 
April 4th, 10:00 -Monthly parish morning Bible Study at ALC. Welcome all!  

April 5th, 9:30 - Together-4-Prayer at Thompsonôs. Welcome all!   

CCM is still in need of some more female counsel-

ors...can you help us connect with them? We need your 

help with connecting with graduating seniors and col-

lege age young adults.  

If you want to know more about how you can join our 

summer team, you can go to: https://www.campofthecross.com/staff 
You can also reach us through info@campofthecross.com or through our office 

phone at (701) 337-2246  

mailto:faith@wndsynod.org


Prairie Lutheran Parish Wednesday School 
In March, we teamed up with the Confirmation students one week to do a variety 

of stations that focused on Lent and Easter.  PreK-4th grade are now beginning to 

learn the story of Noahôs Ark.  The fifth graders have been busy preparing to re-

ceive their First Communion and will soon begin their bible battle lessons.  6th 

graders lessons are about what BFF means in terms of their religion.  

Parish Wednesday School will run through April with the last session on the 25th. 

Thank you to everyone who made this yearôs Wednesday School flow so 

smoothly.  

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to our young people who have completed their studies and re-

ceive First Communion on Palm Sunday. 

From Knife River: Stran Fladeland, Trey Bohmbach; from Faith: Emma Brewer; 

from Bethlehem: Jack Evans, Clay Pappa, Katy Roise; from American: Trenedi 

Barstad, Hayley Dralle, Dalton Dralle, Halle Larson, Mason McPeak, Ella 

Mortensen, Logan Neset, Kaelee Rice, Drake Schlosser, Griffin Wilhelmi. 

  

Congratulations to these young people who have completed their confirmation 

studies: Taylor Dean, Mackenna Hanson, Maura Mills, Cody Rudolph, Trapper 

Simmers, Coy Smith and Noah Swegarden. 

2018 Congregational Officers 

        ALC          Bethlehem 
Kyle Hansen, Pres. Sara Evans, Pres. 

Jackie Nelson, V.P. Barb Roise, V.P. 

Kay Nordloef, Sec. Kim Sorenson, Sec. 

Marichel, Treas. Jamie Germundson, Treas. 
 

        Faith         Knife River  
Walt Dunham, Pres. Mark Longmuir, Pres. 

Len Jones, V.P. Brooks Goodall, V.P. 

Debbie Haugen, Sec. Camie Anderson, Sec. 

Carol Johnson, Treas. Lil Meiers, Treas. 

Thank you to our lay people who provided pulpit supply for our Wednesday 

Lent Services: Don Longmuir, Kelly Roemmich, Diana Evans, Katie Har-

wood, and Barb Roise. Thank you to our musicians, Traci, Eden, Noah and 

Carter for sharing your gift of music with us.  

Thank you to all who agreed to prepare and serve the weekly meals. Your gift 

of service was appreciated as we made our faith journey through Lent 2018. 

2018 

Parish Council 

 

Walt Dunham 

President 

 

Kay Nordloef 

Vice Pres. 

 

Barb Roise 

Secretary 

 

Next meeting: 

April 17, 6:00 



Contact information: 

(701) 840-2871 (cell phone) 

Eden.drevecky@gmail.com 

Eden Cuypers, Parish Youth Leader  

Our first LYO night for the year kicked off with starting lessons, games, 

and scripture that will prepare the youth for the National Youth Gathering. 

The topic we are going to focus on first is building a sense of community 

with the group that will be attending. These conversations also help us 

connect as a whole group and not just those going to Houston. Iõm look-

ing forward to more conversations about our group, things we want to 

accomplish, and goals for us this year. 

We have started building a òcovenantó that describes promises that we 

will make for our trip. The items that the youth have started with focus on 

having fun, respecting each other and all others attending the gathering, 

and the behavior that we expect throughout their experiences. 

The ò144 Envelopes Projectó that we started a month or two ago will con-

tinue to be available for those who feel that they could give a donation of 

any kind towards our trip. Envelopes can be found at all churches in the 

parish as well as with the youth that are attending. 

We have planned out most of the spring semester for Wednesday meals, 

and I am looking forward to other opportunities the youth will have to 

help. We have a total of 22 youth and 8 adults going to Houston to serve, 

grow, and have fun! If you have a task that needs completing (shoveling 

snow, moving large items or boxes, etc.) please let Pastor Carter, Sarah, 

or myself know! 

Reminders: 

¶Meals are served at 5:15 PM. 

¶LYO goes from 6:30-8:00 PM on Wednesdays. 

¶LYO is open to all 7th-12th graders. 

¶If you would like updates for upcoming LYO events, you can sign up 

on the Remind app. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns! 



The month of March seemed to fly by in preschool!  Since March 
is reading month, weôve had a few guest readers come read in 
our classroom. Itôs been fun seeing some new faces in our room. 
Weôve been reading about the Easter story, learning about what 
Jesus did for each of us.  Debbie Lund and Briggs Lund made 
us a resurrection garden for our classroom. The kids have en-
joyed seeing the plants grow and seeing the story of the resur-
rection in a different way.   
 -Mrs. Lund & Mrs. Laparra  



Gospel Seeds - April 2018 
A Monthly Update from the Western North Dakota Synod Office  

Bishop Mark Narum 

Resurrection Peopleé  

We are people of The Story, the Jesus story. How 

God reached right through the tomb of death and 

brought Jesus fully to life. This is a story of hope, 

new life and promises being fulfilled ï these 

themes are explored in the Old and New Testa-

ments. As we celebrate Easter we are reminded   

that in baptism we were joined to Jesusô death and resurrection. We be-

came part of Godôs story in the splashing of those waters. Those clean-

sing waters are a gift. What is amazing about this gift, is the water 

never runs out. It is an ever flowing fountain ready to rush over others 

so they too can become part of the Story. You and I are resurrection 

people. May we have the compassion, strength and tenacity to share this 

Story with others.   

 

ELCA Mission Builders Returningé  

For the eighth year in a row ELCA Mission Builders will have a crew 

working in the Western North Dakota Synod. This yearôs project will 

be an expansion at Bread of Life Lutheran Church in Minot. Steve 

Schenk will be Project Manager and Jim Carey will be crew leader on 

the job. These projects rely on volunteers to help with construction. 

Plan to spend a day or two this summer in Minot helping this growing 

church meet its future needs.  

 

Pre-Assembly Workshopé  

Where is our church headed? Would you like a chance to think crea-

tively about the future of our church, your synod and the congregation 

you belong to? Then plan to attend the Pre-Assembly Workshop on 

Thursday, May 31st at the Ramkota in Bismarck. Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton will be our keynote speaker. She will share her vision 

while at the same time engaging participants in conversation. The event 

begins at 10:00AM (Registration will open at 9:30AM). Lunch will be 

provided and the afternoon will have a number of learning sessions you 

can engage. Registration for the event opens in mid-April.  



 

Rev. Mark Narum  

Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod  

Next GIFTS event ï Dr. Eric Barretto ï  

ñA People for Godôs Name: Believing and Belonging in Luke-Actsò 

Christ Lutheran Church, Minot Apr 21 @ 8:30 am ï 3:00 pm  

 

Boundaries Workshopé  

Leaders within Godôs church are called to a special trust, how they 

carry out their work matters. Every two years all rostered leaders and 

Synodically Authorized Ministers are to attend a healthy boundaries 

workshop. This year we are opening the event to all church leaders. 

The workshops will be held in two locations, Christ Lutheran, Minot on 

April 12th and First Lutheran, Mandan on April 13th. Both workshops 

begin at 9:00AM (Registration opens at 8:45) and will conclude by 

3:00. The cost is $30 which includes lunch and snacks. Please register 

by going to the Synod Website at wndsynod.org . For Rostered Leaders 

who are unable to attend one of these events it is expected that you at-

tend an event hosted in another synod.                                  

 

Assignment Processé  

This spring two first call candidates were assigned to the Western 

North Dakota Synod. Each of these candidates have had a chance to 

review the paperwork for congregations and are in the process of pre-

paring for interviews. We are thankful for each of these candidates, 

each will be a gift wherever they are called. At the same time, we could 

have used several more candidates. Currently we have about a dozen 

openings. I would ask that you would keep these congregations, their 

councils and their call committees in prayer that God would be at work 

raising up the next leader  

 

Blessings all!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Parish Calendar 
 

Easter Schedule:  April 1 

7:00 AM Sunrise Service at ALC  

Easter service at usual worship times at each congregation 
 

Bible Classes, Thursdays after school (3rd graders) 

October 25, November 1, 8, 15 
 

Bible Sunday (3rd graders) - November 18th  
 

Confirmation Sunday 

April 15, at home congregations 
 

Confirmation Camp Rotation  

2018 Upper Missouri Ministries (Epping) ï July 8-13 

2017 Camp of the Cross 

2016 Metigoshe Ministries 
 

Christmas Eve services: Monday, December 24th 

5:00 PM American  &  5:00 PM Faith 
 

Western North Dakota Synod Assembly 

May 31 ï Pre-Assembly workshop & Mission Gala 

June 1-2 (Bismarck) Synod Assembly  


