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May 31-June 3 

VBS at Knife River 

 

Sunday June 5 

Peder Stenslie guest preacher at 

Bethlehem and ALC 
 

June 10-11 

Synod Assembly, Bismarck 

 

Sunday June 19 

Happy Fathers’ Day! 

 

June 20-23 

American Lutheran 

VBS with Metigoshe staff 
 

 

 



The Epic Life of a Disciple 

I have long loved the fantasy genre. Whether 

it’s books or games or movies, there is some-

thing about the epic stories of fantasy that fas-

cinates me. One of the things I love about fan-

tasy is that it gives me an opportunity to experi-

ence an epic life, and that experience helps me 

to live more epically in my own life.  

Sometimes the day-to-day can seem mundane and meaning-

less, but epic life... that's a horse of a different color. What's 

different about life when it's lived epically, you ask? Here are 

my 4 marks of an epic life: 

1. Epic living has lasting direction. There is movement and 

progression. An epic life doesn't stand still. I mean, imagine 

watching a movie where the character just sat there. It's not 

much fun is it? Furthermore, this direction is one that lasts. 

It's possible to live a frantic life pulled in many directions, 

different every day, but that's hardly epic. It's more just plain 

exhausting. 

2. Epic living has higher purpose. An epic life participates 

in something greater than itself. In fantasy stories the charac-

ters are often caught up quests and circumstances that go 

beyond themselves, like slaying a nasty marauding dragon to 

save the town. 

3. Epic living has real risks. An ep-

ic life forgoes safety and comfort 

for the sake of direction and pur-

pose. Shrek the Ogre is much more 

likely to survive to a ripe old age if 

he doesn't venture into the lair of 

the big nasty dragon, and when he 

gets there it’s no walk in the park. 

4. Epic living has unexpected rewards.  An epic life is re-

warded in unforeseen ways. A life's purpose might include 
-Pastor Rory Philstrom 

the seeking of a certain reward: say Shrek has the purpose of 

rescuing the princess. But having striven for that purpose, 

Shrek also gets an unexpected reward: the princess turns out 

to be an ogre like himself and they fall in love. Didn’t see that 

coming! 

Direction, Purpose, Risk, Reward. These four marks help to 

identify an epic life. And for me, epic living is what following 

Jesus is all about. The life of a disciple has all four of these 

marks: lasting direction, higher purpose, real risk, & unex-

pected reward. Check out the Bible: 

Direction: The disciple's last-

ing direction is the direction of the 

eternal Jesus when he says, “Follow 

me.” (Matt. 4:19) 

Purpose: The disciple's higher purpose is fulfill the great 

commission of Jesus to make disciples, baptizing them 

and teaching them the command of love. (Matt. 28:19-20) 

Risk: The disciple, like Jesus, risks the real threat of the 

cross in following God’s call on his/her life. (Matt. 16:24-

25) 

Reward: The disciple, like Jesus, is rewarded with the 

most unexpected gift - resurrection from death and re-

ceiving the Kingdom of God.  (Rom. 6:5) 

I feel like these are the most basic of things in the Christian 

faith, and yet more often than not we Christians lead lives 

that could hardly be called "epic". The promise of comfort 

and safety often seem to trump any the higher purpose of 

the Gospel. We live in predictable patterns taking predictable 

risks for predictable rewards. Epic living comes from doing 

more than the predictable. It comes from truly following Je-

sus, striving to live the purposeful life of a disciple, risking 

safety and comfort, only to be surprised when we suddenly 

receive the Kingdom of God as if out of nowhere. 

Following Jesus makes for one epic life. 



The Jesus Way 
 One of the most profound moments in my own faith jour-
ney came in college when I took a class called “The Ethics of 
Jesus.”  We spent four months or so looking closely at the 
topics Jesus discussed most in his life, including the kingdom 
of God, non-violence, money (giving it away), possessions 
(again, giving them away!), and loving the outcasts.  I can still 
remember on the last day of class, my professor stated 
something like, “Maybe Christians don’t take Jesus’ teachings 
seriously enough.” 

 Ever since that day, I’ve been haunted, fascinated, chal-
lenged, and curious about how we can truly follow Jesus in 
our real lives.  I’ll be the first to admit I struggle.  I give away 
some money and stuff, but I can’t quite get myself to sell ALL 
that I have and give to the poor.  I try my hardest to include 
everyone, but there’s plenty of people whose differences I 
notice.  I hope and pray I would be Christ-like to someone 
who doesn’t speak English, or a transgender person, or who 
has different political views than mine, but I’m sure I have 
room to grow in those areas. 

 Perhaps you can relate.  I invite you, this summer, to think 
about how you can take seriously some of Jesus’ most central 
teachings:  Give away your money and stuff.  Love the 
“weirdos and freaks.”  Care for all people.  Be Humble. 

 This summer, we are taking a bunch of confirmation stu-
dents to Camp Metigoshe in July, and the theme for this sum-
mer is “The Jesus Way.”  The theme verse for the summer 
comes from Ephesians 5:1-2: 

 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved chil-
dren, and live in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us. 
 

 This summer, I will be doing a sermon series following the 
curriculum that Camp Metigoshe is using with all of their 
campers.  I hope and pray that all of us will reflect on this 
theme this summer, and that we’ll talk with our confirmation 
students about their experience at camp.  All of us, at every 
age, need reminders to live our lives the Jesus Way.   

The Bible Stories 
 Whether or not you have a child attending Camp Meti-

goshe this summer, I encourage you to study the same sto-

ries our campers will be studying.  They are: 

 

 
Feeding 

Matthew 15:29-39 (feeding of the multitude) 
 
Including and Loving the outcast 

Luke 7:36-50 (Jesus anointed by sinful woman) 
 
Letting go of money 

Luke 19:1-10 (Zacchaeus) 
 
Serving Humbly  

John 13:1-17 (Jesus washes the disciples feet) 
 

Please also pray for our confirmation students who will be 

attending confirmation camp July 17-22: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Parents, if you do not see your child’s name listed here, but 

want your child to attend, please register them directly with 

Camp Metigoshe and contact me ASAP.) 

 

With excitement, 

 
-Pastor Carolyn Philstrom 

Carson Farhart 

Justin Germundson 

Cody Rudolph 

Brendan Wilson 

Eli Pappa 

 

Tyson Pappa 

Shayna Dazell 

Coy Smith 

Mackenna Hanson 

Bailey Evenson 

 



  

The 30 Hour Famine was a success! 
 

Thank you to everyone who gave, chaperoned, or participat-
ed in the 30 Hour Famine!  We had 11 youth participate in 

the fast this year, as well as 5 adults.  
 

Together we raised $2471 to go towards efforts 
to alleviate hunger in our world.  

 
Did you know that $35 dollars can feed a child for a month? 
That means that together we were able to feed over 70 chil-

dren for an entire month!  
 

Thank you to everyone who donated! 

Vacation Bible School is coming to American Lutheran June 20-23! 

You are invited to join us this summer for an exciting week of Vacation 

Bible School - with Metigoshe Day Camp. Ages for youth entering 1st 

through the 6th grade. You may register in advance or the first day of 

Vacation Bible School. Registration will be from 8:30-9:00 the first 

day. Parents please come in to the church complete the registration 

form. It will be 9:00 to 3:00 Monday through Wednesday and 9:00 to 

noon on Thursday.  The children 

should bring a sack lunch for noon. 

Snacks will be provided.  

We will need some newspapers for 

covering the tables during craft time 

so please send newspapers if you have 

any.  
Looking forward to a great time at VBS!  

Confirmation Camp July 17-22 
 

This year Prairie Lutheran Parish is going to confirmation 
camp at Metigoshe Ministries—July 17-22!   

 
Contact the camp directly to register, and then please let a 

pastor know you signed up.  Prairie Lutheran Parish covers all 
the costs of attending camp.  Mark your calendars now! 

 

June Sunday Worship Leadership 
ALC:  Graci Parmeter, Macy Nesheim (acolytes) 

Noah Swegarden (communion servers) 
Faith:  Gaby Rolfe 

If you are unable to serve for when you signed up, 

please find a replacement! 

LYO June News 
Eden Cuypers, Youth Leader 

The last few weeks of LYO have brought up 
lots of different topics for building our relationships with 
Christ. We have looked at the joyfulness God wants for 
us as well as how we are helped through fearful situations 
and the importance and power of Jesus’ name. Our time 
usually starts with “highs” and “lows” for the week, a 
shared meal, followed by our activities and Bible study, 
and then lastly, our individual prayer time. During yester-
day’s LYO time, we worked through Psalm 100, and the 
kids got to write it in their own words, creating their own 
poem to express joyfulness. 

Join us for LYO this summer! 
We are planning for bigger LYO 

events once a month this summer. 
Mark your calendars! Specific 
plans will be advertised soon. 

Thanks! 

 June 15th* 

 July (TBA) 

 August (TBA) 
* If we can’t meet on June 15th, our 
back-up date will be Sat. June 25th  

Contact information: 

(701) 840-2871 (cell phone) 

Eden.drevecky@gmail.com 

Our LYO Mission Statement 

We brainstormed all of the things 

that we want LYO to be about, 

and our list became very long, 

but we narrowed it down to a 

beginning mission statement for 

our group. 

 

“LYO is about fun, food, and 

serving others by having com-

munities and fun Bible studies.” 



Bishop Mark Narum 

Martin and the Family Table 

   For many the kitchen table is a central gathering 

point in the home.  It is where news is shared, plans are 

made, stories are told, meals are eaten, laughter rolls 

and tears are shed.  At its best, the family table is 

where we learn how to deal with conflict, negotiate 

differences and learn about life. 

   Martin Luther knew the importance of the family table as the place where 

faith in Christ is taught.  He developed the Small Catechism as a tool for par-

ents to teach what it means to be a follower of the Risen Lord.  In honor of the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation our synod along with the Western North 

Dakota Women of the ELCA are in the process of planning a series of events 

across our synod.  "Martin and the Family Table" events will lift up the signif-

icance of the family table as a place where faith is taught. 

   ELCA Churchwide offered grant funds to help entities across the church 

commemorate the 500th anniversary.  Our synod has received $5,000 to help 

off-set costs of these events, plus G.I.F.T.S. (Growing In Faith To Serve) 

events during the year of the Reformation Anniversary.   

    The "Martin and the Family Table" events are being crafted so they are 

hands on learning experiences for families.  We are aware that families today 

come in a variety of configurations - and all are welcomed at these events.  

We will dive into Luther's Small Catechism helping families understand the 

gift of this small book for family conversation.  There will be hands on activi-

ties, food and good conversation. 

   Watch for more details in the months to come as we begin to identify loca-

tions and times for these events.  Then be ready to gather some people togeth-

er to join us for a faith forming event. 

Reformation focus for G.I.F.T.S. 

   Does an event 500 years ago have any influence on faith life today?  

G.I.F.T.S. events in the coming year will engage reformation themes in 

preaching, worship and our confession of faith in Christ.  Speakers in the 

coming year are Dr. David Lose, Dr. Dirk Lange and Dr. Martin Lohrmann.  

We are still working out details of dates and locations for some of the events.  

Remember all are welcome to these events, join other engaged lay leaders to 

explore what it means to be a Christian in the Lutheran family. 

 

June Gospel Seeds 
A Monthly Update from the Western North Dakota Synod Office 

 

Synod Assembly 

   Many of you will see this newsletter prior to Synod Assembly June 9-11. It 

is not too late to register.  There is also room for visitors who would like to 

come and engage with other faithful Christians learning about how God is 

calling us to service in the world.   Register on-line today at wndsynod.org/

synod-assembly. 

    Bible Study Resources 

   If you are thinking ahead to next fall, I want to share a quick reminder that 

your synod office has a number of Bible Study resources for you to look 

through.   There is a large array of Book of Faith resources, both participant 

and leader guides.  Stop, by have a cup of coffee and browse these studies to 

see if there is something which might connect in your context. 

Short Bits of News 

   -We bid farewell to Rev. Wes Aardahl & Rev. Rebecca Aardahl who have 

taken a calls to Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

  -Rev. Derek Harkins has said farewell to English Lutheran, Hazen and has 

accepted a call to serve at Christ Lutheran, Minot. 

  -We welcome Rev. Kristen Schwan to Western ND as she takes a call to 

serve St. Luke, Wishek 

  -Seminary graduate Dorothy Williams has accepted a call to serve the Dunn 

County Parish - Killdeer, Dunn Center and Halliday - her ordination was May 

16th at Wartburg Seminary. 

  -Seminary graduate Wayne VanKauwenberg has interviewed at the Grenora 

Lutheran Parish, which will vote on extending a call May 22nd. 

  -Rev. Donna Dohrmann has retired and bid farewell to the people of Luther-

an Church of the Cross, Bismarck 

Prayers Please! 

   Summer has arrived and that means the four Bible Camps across our synod 

are in full swing.  Please keep all of the staff members in your prayers - for 

wisdom, patience, listening ears and the ability to function on limited sleep.  

Also pray for the campers they will encounter this summer, might God's Holy 

Spirit continue the work of stirring up faith. 

   Mark Narum  



Parish - Recent Funerals 

May 4th Knife River 

Grace Christine Margaret 

Amundson 

  

“Whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s.”   Romans 14:8b 

Parish  

Prairie  
Lutheran 

Parish - Recent Baptisms 

May 22th American Lutheran 

Lynnea Alma Harwood 

Daughter of Dan & Katie 

Sister of Eli 
Sponsors: 

Evan & Erin Meiers  

Samuel Harwood, Jessica Ziegler 
                      

Growing in Faith To Serve 

 

GIFTS will meet June 13th at 10am  
 

GIFTS is an opportunity to come 

together as disciples and encourage 

one another in Christian living. If 

this sounds like something you 

need, join us for Bible study and 

mutual encouragement. 

News  

Wee Care Preschool 

  The Wee Care board would like to congratulate Colleen Cottam, our 

new teacher/director! " New"  may not be the cor rect word as she has al-

ready been with us for awhile! We are so thankful for her work as the assis-

tant teacher over the past two years. That experience, as well as her approach-

ing completion of her Child Development Associate credential, make her the 

perfect person to fulfill the position. We are blessed to have her warm person-

ality, professionalism, and love of preschoolers at Wee Care every day. We 

look forward to Colleen's leadership going forward.  

 

Wee Care is looking for a teaching assistant for next year. Wee Care 

days will be Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Application packets are 

available in the ALC church office. Call Colleen at 629-1275 for more infor-

mation.                                                                                            Beth 

Our Scroll is On-Line!  

We are excited to announce you now have the option of reading the 

Scroll on our website (PrairieLutheranParish.org). If you wish to “go 

green” and remove your name from the Scroll (snail) mail list… call 

John at the church office. Forgot what day your (church) meeting is? 

Go to our website and a copy of the Scroll is available for your review. 

Thanks Pastor Rory for setting this up for us! 

 

Together 4 Prayer 
Will meet at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, 

June 2nd at Thompson’s.  

All are welcome. 

Coming to Bethlehem Lutheran on August 7th 

My name is Ibrahim Bitrus. I was born and raised in a Christian family 

in Jada in the southern part of Adamawa state, Nigeria. My father was 

a Lutheran pastor. Having received the Nigerian’s Certificate in Edu-

cation (associate degree) from College of Education Hong in the 

northern part of the state, I taught social studies, Christianity and gov-

ernment classes at a high school. I also served as a volunteer coordina-

tor for the Fellowship of Christian Students (FCS), but I felt God was 

calling me to do more. So after teaching for seven years, I went to 

study at the Theological College of Northern Nigeria (TCCN) Bukuru, 

Plateau state where I received Bachelor in Divinity and Master’s of 

Theology. I am not yet ordained. I thereafter taught at the Bronnum 

Lutheran Seminary Yola, Nigeria for four years (2006-2010). I also 

served as a faculty secretary and assistant Dean of Studies at Bron-

num. I came to Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota in August 2010. 

I have been working on PhD in systematic theology, which I complet-

ed this past summer. I currently serve as the Nigerian Theologian in 

Residence for the Minneapolis Area Synod. I enjoy growing rice, corn 

and peanut. I also love to bike. 

 My wife Julecy also known as Julie and our children; Pasy (14, 9th 

grade), Tunary (12, 7th grade), Falnyi the only girl (11, 5th grade) and 

Titveren (Tguy 9, 3rd grade) joined me three years ago. Julie was born 

and raised in a Mennonite Christian family in Gashala in the southern 

of Adamawa sate. She is a junior at the Metro State University work-

ing on her bachelor in chemistry and biology double major. She used 

to be a high school teacher of biology and chemistry in Nigeria. She 

was also an undergraduate college student in Nigeria. She has started 

her undergraduate program all over here because she is not able to 

transfer her credits from Nigeria. Bama where she was studying has 

been under the control of Boko Haram. She enjoys raising flowers, 

chickens and sheep. 

 Pasy likes English, basketball and music; 

 Tunary likes Math, soccer, music, and basket ball; 

 Falnyi likes math, science, swimming, drawing, coloring, music, 

art, basketball, making of video and soccer (She also plays an instru-

ment); 

 Tguy likes math, swimming, science, basketball, music, and soccer. 

We plan to return to Nigeria after my wife finishes her program. I will 

be returning to Bronnum to teach systematic theology while Julie will 

be a teacher in secondary school. 

Additional parish information on the Knife River page 



 
   

 

    

Sun Mon Tue Wed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 

5 Sunday Worship! 

Peder Stenslie at ALC 

& Bethlehem  

6 

ALC 10:00 Quilting 

2:30 ALC WELCA 

 

7:00 Bethlehem Council 

7 

10 Pastor’s Text Study 

10 Centennial Court  

      Bible Study  

2:00 Faith Aft Bible Study 

8 

12 Sunday Worship! 13 

ALC 10:00 Quilting  

GIFTS 10:00 

 

6:30 ALC Council 

14 

10 Pastor’s Text Study 

10 Bethlehem Bible Study 

15 

 

 

6:30 Parish LYO

19 Sunday Worship! 

         

Happy Father’s Day 

20 

No Quilting at ALC 

21 

10 Pastor’s Text Study 

10 Bethlehem Bible Study 

22 

26Sunday Worship!    
Red Serving Group ALC 
Hymn Committee ALC 

ALC-2:00: John 

Neimatalo 100th party 

27 

ALC 10:00 Quilting 

28 

10 Pastor’s Text Study 

10 Bethlehem Bible Study 

29 
 

1:00 Scroll assembly by 

Faith Lutheran 

JUNE 

Sunday Schedule: 
Bethlehem: 9:00 
Knife River: 9:00 
American: 10:30 
Faith: 10:30 

Knife River Lutheran Vacation Bible School 9:30

Pastor Carolyn continuing education in New York City

American Lutheran  Vacation Bible School

Please Note:  

Marichel will be out 

of the office from 

May 30th -June 13th. 

   
  

 Thu Fri Sat 

2 

8:00 Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 Together-4-Prayer at 

Thompsons 

 

3  Pastor’s Sabbath 4 

9 

8:00 Men’s Bible Study    

2:00 Faith WELCA 

10  Pastor’s Sabbath 

 8 a.m. Bethlehem fixes 

hair at Bethel  

11 

6:30 Parish LYO 

16 

8:00 Men’s Bible Study 

17  Pastor’s Sabbath   18 
1:00 Faith After Sunday 

School Pool Party 

23 

8:00 Men’s Bible Study   

24 Pastor’s Sabbath  
8 a.m. American fixes hair 

at Bethel 

     Noon - Scroll deadline 

25                 
Metigoshe Quilt Auction 

1:00 Scroll assembly by 

Faith Lutheran 

30 

8:00 Men’s Bible Study 

  

UNE 2016  

Our worship 
service is broad-
cast each Sunday 

at 1:00 p.m. on 
TV Channel 2 

Regular Weekly Activities 
10:00 A.M. AlAnon on Saturdays at ALC 
6:30 P.M. Boy Scouts on Mondays at ALC 
only in the event of rain (summer months) 
8:00 P.M. A.A. on Mondays & Fridays at ALC 

Knife River Lutheran Vacation Bible School 9:30-2:00 

Pastors vacation-Pastor Cole Bentley covering pastoral emergencies 

Pastor Carolyn continuing education in New York City 

Synod Assembly - Ramkota, Bismarck 

Pastor Rory vacation 

American Lutheran  Vacation Bible School 



Open doors-open hearts. Join us for worship. 

Quilter’s Report May 2015-May 2016 

The ALC quilters assembled 146 quilts. Thanks to the ladies who come on 

Mondays to do this mission work., and Norma K. who cuts blacks at home. 

Thanks to those who came and helped pack our kits and quilts. Also thanks to 

Springans for the use of their van and to Jim and Sue Trana for taking them to 

Motor Express in Minot. Thanks to those who donated money for items for 

the Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts.  

Summary of yearly projects (May 2015-May 2016) 

We gave 22 quilts plus 2 scarves to Social Services, 5 quilts to the Giving 

Tree Children’s Christmas Gifts, 3 quilts for an auction and gave the money 

from the auction to Heart River and the Epping Camp. Also gave 3 quilts to 

South Heart Correction School in Mandan. Three quilts to each of the Camps, 

Metigoshe, Epping Bible Camp and Camp of the Cross, and three to the Da-

kota Boys & Girls Ranch in Minot. Eight denim quilts to the ALC high  

school graduates; three quilts to the Jim Footh family and 13 to the New 

Town families that lost their homes in a fire. Thank you to Earl Rogstad for 

delivering the quilts donated  to  New  Town  families.  We  sent  77  quilts  to 

Lutheran World Relief, 9 blankets, 25 school kits, 2 baby care kits and 5 fab-

ric kits.  

                                     Carol Hanson, Mission Action, Lutheran World Relief.    

 We welcomed our newest congregational members at 

worship and a potluck fellowship on May 15. Joining 

our congregation are: Jacob & Ashley Carpenter; Marjorie Jaha; Ira, 

Amy, Madison and Ashley Walter. We look forward to getting to know 

all of you better. 

Help Wanted: Last month when it was our  turn to 

assemble the Scroll we had poor turn out (only 2 people 

showed up).  Please  be thinking  of  ways  that  might  

ensure we have at least five people. Sign up sheet? 

Serving Groups take turns? Ideas are welcome. 

Help Wanted: We could sure use more people to 

help with the sound system. It isn’t as difficult as it 

sounds and we’ll not only show you how but sit with you at first so you feel 

more comfortable doing it.  

                  Please let Gary, Jeff or Don know if you are willing to help. 

ALC Serving Groups - The serving group is posted on the church bulletin 

The groups will continue to meet the LAST Sunday of the month previous to 

the month they are scheduled to serve. The Red Serving Group will meet 

Sunday, June 26 following worship services.   

June Communion 

Assistants 

June 5th - None 
June 12th  

Mark Erickson Dave 

Colbenson 

June 19th  

Kay Nordloef  

Sarah Sorenson 

June 26th 

Mark Erickson  

Marilyn Evenson 

  Purple Group  

  Serves in June 

Les & Debbie Alvstad 

Delores Bratton  

Corey & Melissa Bristol  

Zachery Bristol 

Jeremy & Sarah Carkuff 

Mercy Carkuff   

Travis Charnetzski 

Dorothy Corpron 

Brad & Kim Ellis  

Mark Erickson  

Kelly & Dawn Evenson 

Kevin & Melissa Evenson 

Bill & Marilyn Evenson* 

Kali Gandrud 

Roger & Renae Gjellstad 

Ryan & Beth Gjellstad 

Doug & Susan Halden 

Ron & Linda Hamers 

Traci & Jaci Jarmin 

Keith & Taina Karow 

Darin & Nellie Larson 

Doug & Jen Larson 

Jody & Santana Lidstrom 

Holly Mills 

Dorothy Moen 

Evon Moen 

Dale & Gwen Mortensen 

Doreen Moser 

Ron & Laura Paetz 

Andrew Raasakka 

Heather Raasakka 

Mike & Gail Raasakka 

Gaige Reep  

Jerry & Nancy Rudolph 

Denise Sundean 

Jim & Susie Trana 

Skip Wing  

* = Chair/Vice Chair of Group 

June 2016 

Purple Serving Group 

 

July 2016 

Red Serving Group 

 

August 2016 

White Serving Group 

 

September 2016 

Blue Serving Group 
 

October 2016 

Gold Serving Group 
 

November 2016 

Green Serving Group 
 

December 2016 

Purple Serving Group 

 

White 2017 

White Serving Group 

Red Group  

Serves in July 

Rudy & Ardyce Alvstad 

Chris & Annie Baumann 

Wayne & Konni Bohrer 

Arlo & Faye Borud * 

Brad Borud 

Joanne Colbenson 

David & Tammi Colbenson 

Jeff & Karen Colbenson 

Brett & Lindsey Ellvanger 

Jerome Erie 

Rhonda Erie 

Julie Erie 

Michelle Gamble 

Aaron Gandrud 

Lynn & Marlene Grabow * 

Shelby Grabow 

Dan & Katie Harwood   

Pat Jensen 

LaVerne & Sherry Laib 

Lynn & Carol Mehus 

Gary & Jenette Nelson 

Scott & Dawn Nelson 

Phil & Cassandra Petz 

Cory & Jamie Rice 

Scott & Jackie Rudolph 

Wade Tulson 

Austin & Abi Vachal 

Beau & Kim Vachal 

Lowell & Judy Vedaa 

Stan Wright 

Nate & MacKenzie Weyrauch 

Sound System 

Volunteer needed 1st   

 Don Longmuir 2nd 

 Gary Nordloef 3rd 

 Jeff Colbenson 4th 

Volunteer needed 5th 

Power Point  

Projectionists 

Katie/Sarah 1st   

 Kelly/Dawn 2nd 

 Gary/Kaye 3rd 

 Jeff/Karen 4th   

  Volunteer 5th 

There will be no potluck 

dinner fellowship at ALC 

until September.  

5/22/16 - Council Meeting 



BLC WELCA HI-LITES 

 

WELCA met briefly on Sunday May1st after 

worship. WELCA gifted fresh long stem carnations to all the ladies in 

worship on Mothers Day. A very grateful thank you to the guys for the 

delicious breakfast and beautiful table service.  WELCA made a dona-

tion to the after prom party and the after graduation party.   

Tuesday at 10:00 Bible Study is now studying the gospel of Mark, all 

are welcome!   Thank you to all the gals that fixed hair at the Bethel 

Home on Friday the 13th.  

The LWR Personal Care Kits were delivered to the drop off point on 

Wednesday the 11th.  

A big thank you to everyone who donated and helped prepare the kits 

for delivery. The next time you brush your teeth or wash your beauti-

ful face think of the people receiving these kits and smiling with a 

grateful heart.  

A big thank you to Jane D. for your dedication to the ongoing pop top 

collection for the Ronald Mc Donald house.  A delivery was made to 

the Trinity Cancer Treatment Center. Thank you for the donations.  

This is one of our ongoing missions, so keep this in mind when you 

have an item to donate.  

WELCA hosted a Graduation Tea in honor of Maddie Meiers on Sun-

day May 22nd.  

 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, say the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”      

Jeremiah 29:11 

                                                                           Diana 
 

 

 

 

Sunday School News 

 

We wrapped up the year May 15th with a clean up day around Ross and 

a picnic in the yard afterwards.  We got a great surprise from Alan and 

Debbie Lund!  They brought their horses Abby and Nicky and gave 

everyone wagon rides!  

June Coffee/Greeters: 

June 5: Crystal Laparra 

June 12: Jubal & Deann Jarmin 

June 19: Jessica Niemitalo 

June 26: Matt & Sara Evans 

June Ushers: Scott & Nancy 

If you are interested in signing your child up for summer bible camps, 

check out the websites for Camp of the Cross, Metigoshe Ministries, 

or Upper Missouri Ministries.  The church will refund your camp reg-

istration cost; just give the receipt to Jason Roise.  Also keep in mind 

the Parish Vacation Bible School will be June 20-23rd at ALC.  Have 

a great summer!! 

Breann and Pam 
 

Council updates 

~Moving ahead with siding and stain glass window replacement pro-

ject.  Estimated to begin work on the siding at the end of July/

beginning of August with windows completed prior.  Will also be 

adding a cement pad for parking, extending from the sidewalks on the 

East and North sides of the church. 

~August 7th we will have a guest joining us for worship. Ibrahim 

Bitrus, his wife Julecy and their 4 children will be in the Powers Lake/

Kenmare area for about 2 weeks.  Ibrahim serves as the Nigerian The-

ologian in Residence for the Minneapolis Area Synod.  We are part-

nering with the United as One Parish, Powers Lake and rural 

Kenmare, in supporting Ibrahim with a stipend for his time here (we 

are providing $2000).  Please mark your calendars for August 7th, and 

join us for worship and a time of fellowship with Ibrahim and his fam-

ily. 

~Council approved supporting victims of fire and home loss, Jim and 

Dina Footh with $1000 towards recovery; and the 13 families in the 

New Town apartment fire with $2000.  

~Sign up sheet for God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirts is on the bulletin 

board.  If you have never received a shirt or need a new one, please 

sign up.  The church will cover the cost of purchase! 

~Thank you to David for his willingness to mow the yard lawn, Gary 

for managing the dandelions, Roger and Addy for mowing as well, 

Diana for keeping the hedges trimmed, and Debbie for getting the gar-

den boxes planted. 

~Next council meeting Monday June 6, at 7:00. 

Congratulations to Miss Maddie Meiers on her High School gradua-

tion!  Blessings to you on your journey ahead!                        Barb 
 

 

Upcoming events in June 

Bethlehem Church Council on June 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly: Tuesdays at Ten Bible Study with Centennial Court-June 7th 

Hair Fixing at Bethel Home on June 10th 8 a.m. 

 

Continued on the Parish news page 



Have Fun In The Sun!  
Sit down with a glass of ice tea and read what Faith has to 

say… 

Afternoon Bible Study will meet June 7th at 2:00. Kathy is 

the hostess along with a group study.  

Evening Bible Study will not meet in June, July or August 

but will resume in September.  

WELCA will meet on June 9th at 2:00 in the lower level of 

the church along with a yummy lunch served by Hope Cir-

cle.   

Just a reminder that the WELCA ladies of Faith are putting 

together a cookbook of favorite recipes from past, present 

and future of Faith women. So if anyone would like to con-

tribute their favorite recipes give or send them to Barb Jones. 

Let’s make this a “Super” Cookbook of past, present and fu-

ture recipes. Everyone has a favorite to share, I’m sure.  

North Dakota Synod Assembly is coming in June 10-11th 

and the delegates from Faith are Debbie and Barb.  

Pool Party! Our After Sunday School Pool Party will be on 

June 18th at 1:00.  

Faith Council will not meet in June. Next meeting July 10th 

after church. 

Flower with its meaning: Gladiolus =  Generosity.  

Happy Father’s Day on June 19th to all the 

dads and grandpas.                                                                                                                  

  
               Debbie  

Coffee Servers 

  5th - Lori 

12th - Joyce 

19th - Kathryne 

26th - Kathy 

Readers 

  5th - Debbie 

12th - Janice O 

19th - Janice O 

26th - Mike 

Altar and Greeters:  

Joyce & Velma 
Work:  

Carol J. Ch 

Eileen 

June - Church Servants 

A Father is someone you look up 

to no matter how tall you grow.  

  In June we will read from the Gospel of Luke on Sunday 

mornings. How much do you remember about this man?  

Born in Antioch, Turkey he died in Boeotia, Greece in 84 

AD. Some believe he died of old age while others believe he 

was a martyr, reportedly as having been hung from the 

branch of an olive tree.  

Did you know he was a physician by profession?   

He became a disciple of the Apostle Paul and later followed 

Paul until his [Paul's] martyrdom.   

He is the writer of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apos-

tles and his writings have been proven to be historically ac-

curate. Luke emphasizes Christ's compassion for sinners and 

for those who suffer. One will also find in Luke's account of 

the gospel, a strong emphasis on the role women played in 

Christ's ministry. The Gospel of Luke focuses on the poor 

and oppressed, encouraging 

tenderness and compassion for 

the less fortunate.  The Gospel 

of Luke stresses the im-

portance of evangelizing to the 

Gentiles. Luke the Evangelist!

The mouth speaks  
from that 
which fills 
the heart. 
Luke 6:45 



CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to our graduating high school seniors, Lacey 

Meiers and Dallas Halvorson. Cake and coffee were served 

after worship on May 22 to honor them.  
 

SYMPATHY   

We extend our sympathy to the family of Grace Amundson. 

She was a wonderful lady and a great role model, always ac-

tive in the Ladies Aid and a Sunday School teacher of many 

children in the community as well. She will be missed.  

 

JANITORS are needed for  June, July and August. If you 

could help out and even share a month, it would be appreciat-

ed. Please contact Jim Enge at 629-1730. 

                                                                                 Jean           

We as a congregation would like to thank Morgan and Alex 

Craft for their kindness and generosity for donating the play-

ground equipment in honor of McKinley. Bless your family, 

you are all amazing people and we are fortunate to have you 

all as neighbors. The kids that are attending VBS will get a 

lot of enjoyment out of it! 
 

  We finished up our last day of Sunday school with a good 

turn out. Thank you all for a great year! We look forward to 

another great year starting next fall!  
 

 Have a fun, safe, and exciting summer! God Bless you all! 

Christine 

Knife River VBS 

 We will be having VBS beginning 

Tuesday May 31st and ending Friday 

June 3rd from 9:30 to 2:00. Kids 4 and 

up are welcome to attend. We will have 

the kids bring sack lunch each day and a snack will be pro-

vided for them. Thank you ahead of time for anyone who is 

planning on helping! A free will offering will be taken each 

day to help cover the cost. More information will be in the 

paper closer to the date. Please call if you are interested in 

sending your children, or if you are interested in helping out 

this year! My home number is 628-1470 or cell 629-0252. 

 Christine     

Mountrail County Food Pantry 

  For the month of April, We had 51 families, 83 adults, 11 seniors, and 

60 children. We gave out a total of 3961.5 pounds of food in April.    

If you would like to volunteer to help at the food pantry, (or unload the 

truck) please contact Mary at 628-2925. 

Dear Prairie Lutheran Parish, 

As John delivered the last check he said “Marichel said this 

will make you smile.” When I saw the check, she was right!  

Thank you so much for the Lent Offering of $2,130.23!!  

Your timing was perfect. Thank you for being our partner in providing 

food to those in need. God Bless you all.  

The Mountrail County Food Pantry, Mary Dennis 
 

The future is as bright as the promises of God.  

2016 Tables Du Jour  

The date of the Table Du Jour this fall has 

been set for Saturday, September 11th. There 

will be no specific theme to follow, so let 

your imagination and creativity go wild. 

Contact Renae Gjellstad at 629-1952 if you 

are interested in decorating a table this year. 

Additional Parish Information 



Congratulations to all those celebrating this month! 

  1 - Ryan Nesheim, Bruce Haugen 

  2 - Doyle Aas, Ronnie Herfindahl, Jack Evans, Christy Jones, Mike  

       Hamers  

  3 - Ramona Edwards, Roger Rogstad, Tracy Welsh, Kelsey Skaar,  

       Jill Johnson, Randal Ostdahl, Kelsey Skaar 

  5 - Rory Philstrom 

  6 - Jane Rismon, Ryan Gjellstad, Marianne Hanson, Jessica Bruhn 

  7 - Heather Erie, Hannah Erie, Justin Lund, Allen Lund, Heather  

       Harford, Scott Meiers, Barb Roise, Brooklyn Gunderson,  

       Tim Dorau  

  8 - Robin Gjellstad, Aaron Ranum, James Halvorson, Mandy  

       Vanmetter, 

  9 - Gaige Reep, Noah Barnhart, Reagan Hermanson 

10 - Kenny Lystad, Jeremy Carkuff, Charles Baddeley, Mavis Walker 

11 - Kayla Gandrud, Jennifer Neset, Mary-Emily Evenson, Brad  

       Wing,  

12 - Kelly Schunke, Susan Halden, Haley Mortenson 

13 - Jordan Aadnes, Melissa Guthmiller, Andrew Raasakka, Maycee  

       Ellvanger, Trey Bombach 

14 - Brady Enge 

15 - Wayne Bohrer, Corbin Reep, Sandra Harstad, Jasmin Enockson 

16 - Janice Lindberg 

17 - Ben Lee, Audrey Larson, Marlene Hoirup, Helen Seibel, Ron  

       Jansky 

18 - Casey Johnson 

19 - Braedon Croegaert, Denise Enge, Rease Janay Juma 

20 - Clay Sorenson, Kelsey Colbenson, Elizabeth Dunham,  

       Denise Pappa, Roger Evans 

21 - Denise Sundean, Casey Fladeland 

22 - Nellie Larson, Wanda Halvorson, Breanna Meiers 

23 - Ron LaFromboise, Bobby Jo Pappa Johnson 

24 - Will Feldman, Ethan Paetz, Jhonda Bruhn 

25 - Brooklyn Anderson, Jacob Enge 

26 - Carol Hanson, Eli Brewer 

27 - Harley James, Philip Petz, Blake Harstad, Marian Herfindahl 

        Amy Stordahl 

28 - Rhett Hanson, Wesley Reynolds, Jace Azure 

29 - Dalton Brown 

        June Anniversaries 

  1 - Sydney & Carol Craft 

  2 - Brent & Nixie Anderson 

Prairie Lutheran Parish – Servants of Christ, Sharing His love with others 

  2 - John & Erin Anderson 

  2 - Lawrence & Darlene Bruhn 

  2 - Roger & Renae Gjellstad 

  3 - Don & Connie Longmuir 

  3 - Kevin & Stacy Craft 

  4 - Brence & Jennifer Wilson 

  5 - Irvin & Karen Eliason 

  6 - Michael & Jana Abel 

  7 - Lynn & Carol Mehus 

  7 - Hod & Ruth Hysjulien 

  7 - Tyler & Lindsay Westlake 

  8 - Rocky & Adriana Fladeland 

  9 - Rudy & Ardyce Alvstad 

10 - Eileen & Len Jones 

10 - Jeff & Lisa Lapica 

11 - Terry & Debbie Ortloff 

11 - Matthew & Kimberly Dupay 

11 - Jerry & Nancy Rudolph 

12 - Chris & Annie Baumann 

Contact Us   
Please let us know of any ministry needs or questions. 

 

Prairie Lutheran Parish 
403 1st Street SW 

PO BOX 310 
Stanley, ND 58784 

(701) 628-2550 | (701) 628-2293 
 

Pastor Carolyn Philstrom 

(701) 629-5046 | PrairiePastorCarolyn@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Rory Philstrom 

(701) 629-5400 | PrairiePastorRory@gmail.com 
 

John Mogren, Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@midstatetel.com 
 

Eden Cuypers, Youth Leader 

Eden.drevecky@gmail.com 
 

Marichel Mariscal, Parish Treasurer 

alcstanley@hotmail.com 

 

Michelle Gamble, ALC Custodian 

621-6227-Access to the American Lutheran Church 
 

Visit us on the web at www.PrairieLutheranParish.org  
and on our Facebook page! 

12 - Ted & Jane Dobrovolny 

12 - Quintin & Heather Lee 

13 - Kermit & Sue Arneson 

13 - Kelly & Denise Hanson 

15 - Chris & Whitney Nordloef  

17 - Dave & Ginny Hynek 

21 - Walter & Dezrai Dunham 

21 - Roger & Colleen Holm 

21 - Ira & Amy Walter 

23 - Andy & Amy Steiner 

24 - Meyer & Diane Kinnoin 

24 - Melvin & Mavis Walker 

25 - Ron & Laura Paetz 

26 - Bishop Mark & Jan Narum 

27 - Larry & Dorothy Goodall 

28 - Jeff & Karen Colbenson 

28 - Jason & Christi Iverson 

29 - Greg & Julie Gunderson 
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